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Popular Culture Indications of the Popular Culture Indications of the 

Stigma of AbortionStigma of Abortion

�� “Juno”“Juno”

�� “Knocked Up”“Knocked Up”

�� Jamie Lynn Spears’ pregnancyJamie Lynn Spears’ pregnancy



Medical indications of stigmaMedical indications of stigma

�� Not routinely taught in all ob/Not routinely taught in all ob/gyngyn
residenciesresidencies

�� Declining number of abortion Declining number of abortion 
providers: 1,787, 2005 (vs. 2,380 in providers: 1,787, 2005 (vs. 2,380 in 
1992)1992)



Origins of Stigma?Origins of Stigma?

�� PrePre--Roe Roe eraera

“Abortion practices in the pre“Abortion practices in the pre--Roe Roe era era 
created a complex legacy for physicians created a complex legacy for physicians 
active after active after Roe, Roe, given the enduring given the enduring 
images of inept “quacks” and “butchers” images of inept “quacks” and “butchers” 
and the association with criminality and and the association with criminality and 
greed.”greed.”

C. C. JoffeJoffe, , Doctors of Conscience: The Doctors of Conscience: The 
Struggle to Provide Abortion Before and Struggle to Provide Abortion Before and 
After Roe v WadeAfter Roe v Wade



Abortion doctor as “technician”Abortion doctor as “technician”

�� “For some physicians…legal abortion “For some physicians…legal abortion 
had the potential to subvert the had the potential to subvert the 
traditional relationship of physician traditional relationship of physician 
and patient, rendering the former and patient, rendering the former 
into a mere “technician” who would into a mere “technician” who would 
do the patient’s bidding.”do the patient’s bidding.”



Abortion doctor as technician, Abortion doctor as technician, 

contdcontd

�� “At the 1970 AMA convention“At the 1970 AMA convention——as as 
feminist groups supporting legal feminist groups supporting legal 
abortion picketed outside the abortion picketed outside the 
convention hallconvention hall——one doctor one doctor 
complained, ‘Legal abortion makes complained, ‘Legal abortion makes 
the patient truly the physician: she the patient truly the physician: she 
makes the diagnosis and establishes makes the diagnosis and establishes 
the therapy.”the therapy.”

�� From C. From C. JoffeJoffe, , Doctors of ConscienceDoctors of Conscience



Where abortions take placeWhere abortions take place

�� 1.21 million abortions in US in 20051.21 million abortions in US in 2005

�� (1.6 million in 1990)(1.6 million in 1990)

�� “Some 87% of U.S. counties, “Some 87% of U.S. counties, 
accounting for 35% of women, had accounting for 35% of women, had 
no abortion provider in 2005.”no abortion provider in 2005.”

�� 94% of abortions take place in 94% of abortions take place in 
freestanding clinics, 5% in hospitals, freestanding clinics, 5% in hospitals, 
2% in doctors’ offices. 2% in doctors’ offices. 

�� GuttmacherGuttmacher Institute, 2008Institute, 2008



Clinics’ vulnerability to violenceClinics’ vulnerability to violence

�� Since 1977:  seven murders, Since 1977:  seven murders, 
seventeen attempted murders, 41 seventeen attempted murders, 41 
bombings, 100 butyric acid attacks bombings, 100 butyric acid attacks 
(very foul smelling agent), 656 (very foul smelling agent), 656 
anthrax threats and 175 arsons. anthrax threats and 175 arsons. 
Also, aggressive picketing, clinic Also, aggressive picketing, clinic 
“blockades”, and stalking at homes “blockades”, and stalking at homes 
and churches of providers.  NAF. and churches of providers.  NAF. 



Has medication abortion (“RUHas medication abortion (“RU--

486”) make a difference in access? 486”) make a difference in access? 

�� MifepristoneMifepristone approved for use in USA approved for use in USA 
in 2000;  by 2005in 2000;  by 2005----

�� “Early medication abortion, offered “Early medication abortion, offered 
by an estimated 57% of known by an estimated 57% of known 
providers, accounted for 13% of providers, accounted for 13% of 
abortions (and for 22% of abortions abortions (and for 22% of abortions 
before 9 weeks gestation). before 9 weeks gestation). 

�� GuttmacherGuttmacher Institute, 2008Institute, 2008



Stigmatization by antiabortion Stigmatization by antiabortion 

activistsactivists
�� “Newman credits his group's pressure with “Newman credits his group's pressure with 
stopping more than 24 businesses from stopping more than 24 businesses from 
associating with Tiller. Those include a associating with Tiller. Those include a 
hotel that no longer puts up his patients hotel that no longer puts up his patients 
during abortions, food delivery places, two during abortions, food delivery places, two 
cab companies that refuse to take cab companies that refuse to take 
passengers to Tiller's clinic and an oxygen passengers to Tiller's clinic and an oxygen 
supplier. Contractors now remove their supplier. Contractors now remove their 
license plate and tape over identifying license plate and tape over identifying 
logos before going onto the clinic grounds, logos before going onto the clinic grounds, 
Newman said. “ (Wichita, Kansas Newman said. “ (Wichita, Kansas 
newspaper)newspaper)



What SC said in Roe v WadeWhat SC said in Roe v Wade

�� “The decision vindicates the right of “The decision vindicates the right of 
the physician to administer medical the physician to administer medical 
treatment according to his treatment according to his 
professional judgment up to the professional judgment up to the 
points where important state points where important state 
interests provide compelling interests provide compelling 
justifications for intervention.  Up to justifications for intervention.  Up to 
these points, the abortion decision in these points, the abortion decision in 
all its aspects is inherently, and all its aspects is inherently, and 
primarily, a medical decision, and primarily, a medical decision, and 
basic responsibility for it must rest basic responsibility for it must rest 
with the decision.”with the decision.”



The SC Now: Stigmatization of The SC Now: Stigmatization of 

Abortion ProvidersAbortion Providers

�� “Congress was concerned…with the effects “Congress was concerned…with the effects 
on the medical community and on its on the medical community and on its 
reputation caused by the practice of reputation caused by the practice of 
partial birth [Intact D and E] abortion.”partial birth [Intact D and E] abortion.”

�� “The law need not give abortion doctors “The law need not give abortion doctors 
unfettered choice in the course of their unfettered choice in the course of their 
medical practice, nor should it elevate medical practice, nor should it elevate 
their status above other physicians in the their status above other physicians in the 
medical community.” medical community.” Gonzales v Gonzales v CarhartCarhart, , 

20072007



Challenges facing new providersChallenges facing new providers

�� OfreceréOfreceré abortosabortos en el en el futurofuturo? Es ? Es 
seguroseguro queque seguiréseguiré ofreciendoofreciendo el el 
servicioservicio aquíaquí, , peropero no lo no lo podríapodría hacerhacer
sisi yoyo estuvieraestuviera en un en un estadoestado comocomo
Arkansas Arkansas dondedonde nadienadie masmas ofreceofrece el el 
servicioservicio. Si . Si vava a a hacerhacer abortosabortos, , eses
necesarionecesario queque tengatenga unauna
comunidadcomunidad." ." 



Challenges, Challenges, contdcontd

�� CuandoCuando la la DraDra. Ruth Childs . Ruth Childs regresóregresó a a susu
residenciaresidencia de la de la medicinamedicina familiar en la Costa familiar en la Costa 
OesteOeste despuésdespués de de entrenarseentrenarse en en cómocómo hacerhacer los los 
abortosabortos tempranostempranos en la en la costacosta esteeste, , ellaella "no "no sentísentí
segurasegura de con de con quiénquién podíapodía hablarhablar de de mismis
experienciasexperiencias. . UnoUno nuncanunca se se sabesabe quiénesquiénes son son sussus
aliadosaliados en en esteeste asuntoasunto." ." DespuésDespués de de recibirrecibir variasvarias
preguntaspreguntas de de unouno de los de los jefesjefes de la de la clínicaclínica subresubre
sussus comentariascomentarias vagasvagas sobresobre haberhaber cumplidocumplido unauna
""rotaciónrotación del del saludsalud de de laslas mujeresmujeres" " durantedurante susu
viajeviaje, Childs , Childs decidiódecidió admitirleadmitirle todotodo. ". "AgradecíAgradecí
mucho mucho oirleoirle decirmedecirme queque estuvoestuvo bienbien hablarhablar con con 
élél sobresobre esoeso." ." 



Challenges, Challenges, contdcontd

�� Me Me acercóacercó y me y me dijodijo, ", "sisi algúnalgún díadía
averiguoaveriguo queque udud. ha . ha realizadorealizado un un 
abortoaborto, , haréharé todotodo lo lo posibleposible parapara
asegurarasegurar queque udud. . nuncanunca practiquepractique la la 
medicinamedicina de de nuevonuevo en en esteeste estadoestado." ." 
(Lori Freedman, Willing and Unable. (Lori Freedman, Willing and Unable. 
PhD dissertation, Department of PhD dissertation, Department of 
Sociology, U.C. Davis, 2008). Sociology, U.C. Davis, 2008). 



But some doctors will provide…But some doctors will provide…

�� ""SentíaSentía queque estabaestaba ayudandolesayudandoles de de unauna forma forma 
muymuy muymuy especial. No se especial. No se tratabatrataba de los de los abortosabortos, , 
sinosino de de ellasellas y y todostodos sussus problemasproblemas. Al fin del . Al fin del 
díadía, , estabaestaba ayudandolesayudandoles realizarrealizar la la vidavida queque
queríanquerían. . UnaUna mujermujer yaya teníatenía trestres hijoshijos, , ellaella teníatenía
30 30 anosanos y era y era solterasoltera……ellaella no no sabíasabía queque
hacerhacer……peropero sísí sabíasabía queque no no fuefue el el momentomomento
correctocorrecto parapara tenertener otrootro hijohijo. Y a mi me . Y a mi me habíahabía
pasadopasado la la mismamisma experienciaexperiencia." En ." En esteeste momentomomento, , 
Jacobs Jacobs tomótomó unauna pausapausa, y me , y me contócontó del del momentomomento
en en susu vidavida cuandocuando ellaella se se encontróencontró yaya con dos con dos 
hijoshijos al al puntopunto de de divorciarsedivorciarse. . 



Future of abortion in the U.S.?Future of abortion in the U.S.?

�� Outcome of 2008 election is crucialOutcome of 2008 election is crucial

�� Various attempts to normalize abortion in Various attempts to normalize abortion in 
U.S. medicine:U.S. medicine:

�� Fellowship in Family Planning and AbortionFellowship in Family Planning and Abortion

�� Ryan Residency Training Program in Ryan Residency Training Program in 
Abortion and Family Planning (both at Abortion and Family Planning (both at 
UCSF)UCSF)


